
A message from our President Ron Caputo 

Catching the first one of the season 

Each year thousands of Salmon enter the Columbia River on 
their way to spawn in their home rivers and streams. The 
Chinook and Coho Salmon also known as King and Silver 
Salmon, enter the mouth of the river in August and September. 
This creates a special fishery zone called Buoy 10. Boats and 

guides fishing out of the ports of Astoria, Warrenton, and Ilwaco Washington 
gather under the Astoria bridge to capitalize on this great run of Salmon. I 
was invited to join my son David and his wife Lily to go on a guided trip on 
August 14th at the Buoy 10 fishery.   

Being somewhat handicapped with mobility issues I thought about the trip 
to Astoria and the long walk out to the boat. I of course said, “where do I 
meet you and at what time.” I decided the best thing to do was to drive up 
the night before the trip and stay in a motel in Astoria.  The drive to Astoria 
was made easy with the help of my granddaughter Cassandra. I checked into 
my motel and said goodbye to Cassandra who got a ride back to Hillsboro 
with my daughter Chris. I met David and Lily for a nice fish and chip dinner in 
Warrenton, where we relived several of our previous fishing trips. 

After a sleepless night, I left the motel at 5:30 and drove north to find the 
North boat basin. I heard it before I saw it. I constant roar of “ 
Arf,  Arf,  Arf,”. The sound of hundreds of sealions spread out on the docks of 
the Marina. Yes! They are still there and nobody knows how to get rid of 
them. I used my walker to slowly leave the parking area and carefully make 
my way down the dock to the waiting Jet sled. I was met and helped aboard 
by Reyhan Higgins, a local very well-known guide. After a quick safety talk, 
we were off at full speed to just above the Astoria to Washington bridge.  I 
could not believe how many boats there were. There were at least 1,000 
boats spread all over the river. We had six people on board. David, Lily, me 
and 3 other dudes. We were introduced to the rods and reels that we would 
use. Pretty much the same as we use in the Siuslaw except for three 
changes: First we had level wind reels with braided line and line-counters. 
Second we used a short 8” dropper line to our 6-ounce weight. The other 
change was he was using a 9-foot leader. 

We put in and started drifting up river on the in-coming tide. He could tell 
each person how much line to let out so we would not get tangled. I was in a 
front seat so my rod was out the back about 4’ from me. It didn’t take long 
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and one of the dudes had a fish on, but he lost it at the boat. Then it was my turn. Reyhan handed me the pole 
and it felt great to have a fish on again. I got the fish close to the boat and I was told to lift the Rod over my 
head. I put it up as high as I could and he netted the fish. It was a wild Coho which he carefully left in the water 
and released it to make its way back home. We had a few more hits but lost the fish. He said, “pull them in” 
and we again raced over to the Washington side of the River. This time one of the Dudes hooked a chinook 
and landed it without it getting away.  It was a nice 22-pound fish. Then we had a double hookup, one of 
dudes had one on one side of the boat and I had one on my side. Both fish went to the back of the boat and it 
looked like we would be tangled when he lost his fish. I played my fish keeping the rod tip high and letting the 
graphite rod do the work. This was a good fish. It took some line occasionally, then it was hold your rod up. I 
tried to balance myself against the center column of the boat and that salmon stayed just out of reach of the 
net. One of the dudes grabbed onto my rod and pushed it higher into the air. The fish was netted and I marked 
my tag with a nice 18# Chinook Salmon. Then it was Lily’s turn, she hooked a small Tule Salmon that was very 
dark. It was released. A Tule Salmon is a small 10 -12-pound salmon that spans in the lower streams of the 
Columbia River. They very often return ready to spawn making them unfit to eat. Next it was David’s turn, he 
hooked and landed a nice chrome bright 15# Chinook. The rest of the day we tried different spots without 
landing a single fish. We had lots of takedowns but could not get the barbless hooks into the fish.  About 2 PM 
we gave up and returned to the dock, I once again slowly made my way with my walker to my truck which 
happened to be parked next to the bathroom. By the way I want to thank the Port of Astoria for placing the 
Handicapped Parking next to the bathrooms.  

Now for the long drive back to Florence. By now I was very tired but still alert. I stopped in Rockaway to see 
my friend Hank. The first thing he says “Do you want to stay the night? I’m sure I can find a bottle of whiskey 
in the kitchen”. “No thanks I need to go home today.”  “How about some pizza? “Sure, I’ll have a piece.”  “Do 
you want another piece?”  “No thank you.” “Then get out of here”. We said our goodbyes and I was on my 
way again, Hank is a man of few words but a you could not ask for a better friend. The long trip home was 
uneventful. I got home before dark. I got my first salmon of the season and got to fish with my son one more 
time. Life is good.   See you on the River.  

 

 

12 Rules for Salmon Fishing 

Rule 1 Prepare your tackle and boat before going on the water. Rods should be rigged and ready to fish. Boat 

batteries should be fully charged and if possible gas the boat the day before. 
 

Rule # 2  Pay close attention to tides. The best tides have a 3 to 7 foot change. A large outgoing tide will 

allow the fish to home on their river.  
 

Rule # 3  Fish hard during the peak times, one hour before-through-after tide change. Don’t be tying lures, 

changing areas or eating lunch during peak times. In the Summer early mornings and late evening are peak 

times  

Rule # 4 Fish the incoming high tide. Fresh fish will ride this tide in. change directions with the tide always 

fish with the Tide. Salmon face into the tide flow and have a better look at your lure as it is coming towards 

them. 
 

Rule # 5 Don’t fish only where there are other fishermen. Try new areas. It’s better to fish for 5 salmon by 

yourself than to fish for 100 salmon with 2,000 other fishermen. 



 

Rule # 6 Troll slow… If trolling herring troll slow keep your herring on a  tight spin not a big loop. 
 

Rule # 7 Explore but learn to fish three areas extremely well then expand your area by one new area each year. 

 

Rule # 8 Scent control is very important, Gas boat day before. 
Wash your hands or wear gloves to bait up. Never lay your herring on boat deck. Add scent to your bait or lure 
 

Rule #9 Use a lure that has sight sound and smell. Use any color as long as it is green. The colors that show 

up in the deepest water are greens, blues, and blacks .. Add scent to lure such as smelly jelly or other products. 
 

Rule # 10 When using bait check your bait every 15 minutes. Remember you only have 3 hours of 

premium fishing time. If you are using lures be aware of any change in rod tip action and check lure every 30 

minutes or if you have bumped the bottom. 
 

Rule # 11 Use all the information you can get. Examples are; Hire a guide. Other fishermen, boat 

launches, marinas, maps, charts, Electronics. Watch for schools of bait fish Chinook will follow these in. 
Rule # 12 
T˂ake someone with you  

T˂each them the 10 rules  

W˂ear a life vest  

U˂se common sense.  

S˂low down/ fish slow / travel slow  

  After 5 trips and no fish. Find a new buddy  
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